
STRING BASS AUDITION

The U.S. Army Strings, a premier ensemble of the U.S. Armed Forces, provide a musical backdrop 
for many of the country’s most notable events. Their mission is to serve as musical ambassadors 
for high-level military and government events at home and abroad, as well as in concert for public 
audiences. The Soldiers who comprise this ensemble have been trained at the most prestigious 
music conservatories and universities in the country. This versatile ensemble performs as The U.S. 
Army Strolling Strings, in mixed chamber ensembles, and as The U.S. Army Orchestra.

The U.S. Army Strolling Strings are one of the most requested musical ensembles by our nation’s 
military leadership. Since its inception during the Eisenhower administration, the group has provided 
musical entertainment at the White House for every president. Missions include performing for the 
Department of Defense, the U.S. Capitol, the Supreme Court, kings, queens, and heads of state from 
GSYRXVMIW�[SVPH[MHI��8LI��XVSPPMRK��XVMRKW�SǺIV�EYHMIRGIW�XLI�YRMUYI�TIVWTIGXMZI�SJ�FIMRK�[MXLMR�
the ensemble as Soldiers elegantly move about the venue playing their instruments. The Strolling 
�XVMRKW�SǺIV�E�[MHI�EVVE]�SJ�QIQSVM^IH�VITIVXSMVI��MRGPYHMRK�TEXVMSXMG��GPEWWMGEP��MRXIVREXMSREP��NE^^��
Broadway, bluegrass, and exclusive music arrangements for special guests and events.

8LI� 9����&VQ]� �XVMRKW� NSMR�[MXL� �SPHMIVW� JVSQ� SXLIV� IPIQIRXW� SJ�8LI� 9����&VQ]� 'ERH� Ƹ5IVWLMRKƶW�
Own” to form The U.S. Army Orchestra. This group performs musical works from a diverse repertoire 
EX�WSQI�SJ�XLI�REXMSRƶW�ǻRIWX�ZIRYIW��MRGPYHMRK�XLI�/SLR�+��0IRRIH]�(IRXIV�JSV�XLI�5IVJSVQMRK�&VXW�
in Washington, DC, Lincoln Center in New York City, the Music Center at Strathmore in Bethesda, 
2EV]PERH��XLI�(PEVMGI��QMXL�5IVJSVQMRK�&VXW�(IRXIV�EX�2EV]PERH��(SPPIKI�5EVO��ERH�XLI�7EGLIP�2��
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center in Alexandria, Virginia.

Audition Information

• All candidates have the choice of playing a live or recorded preliminary audition.

• Candidates that do not advance from a recording may still attend the live preliminary audition 
on April 15th.

• +SV�GMZMPMER�GERHMHEXIW�XLEX�EHZERGI�JVSQ�E�VIGSVHMRK�
MRXS�XLI�WIQM�ǻREPW���XLI�9����&VQ]�[MPP�
GSZIV�XVEZIP�I\TIRWIW�
TIRHMRK�IRPMWXQIRX�UYEPMǻGEXMSR�ERH�JYRHMRK�ETTVSZEP��

• 8LI�WIQM�ǻREP�VSYRH��ERH�ER]�WYFWIUYIRX�VSYRHW��[MPP�XEOI�TPEGI�SR�&TVMP�15th.

 Deadline to Submit Preliminary Round Recording  February 12th, 2024

� �IQMǻREP�ERH�+MREP�7SYRHW� � � � � April 15th, 2024

 Live Audition       April 15th, 2024

U.S. Army Strings
15 April 2024



Enlistment
All applicants must meet basic enlistment standards for The U.S. Army including:

 ̧ Age 17-34 at the time of the audition
 ̧ (YVVIRXP]�LSPH�9����(MXM^IRWLMT
 ̧ Meet height/weight standards
 ̧ Meet medical, moral and physical requirements. If you have any preexisting medical 

GSRHMXMSRW��VIGIRX�WYVKIVMIW��SV�GVMQMREP�LMWXSV]��TPIEWI�GSRWYPX�[MXL�]SYV�PSGEP�&VQ]�7IGVYMXIV�
TVMSV�XS�ETTP]MRK�XS�GSRǻVQ�IRPMWXQIRX�IPMKMFMPMX]�

To Apply For The Vacancy Please Submit The Following:

• 4RI�TEKI�V³WYQ³�
5)+�SRP]���MRGPYHMRK�]SYV�GYVVIRX�IQEMP��LSQI�EHHVIWW��TLSRI�RYQFIV��ERH�
birth date.

• (YVVIRX� QMPMXEV]� ETTPMGERXW� QYWX� EPWS� MRGPYHI� XLIMV� *RPMWXIH� 7IGSVHW� 'VMIJ� SV� IUYMZEPIRX��
(SQQERHIVƶW�1IXXIV�SJ�.RXIRX�XS�7IPIEWI��ERH�PEWX�X[S�3(4*7W�
MJ�ETTPMGEFPI��

Contact an Audition Coordinator

Applications with questions or concerns regarding the string bass vacancy may contact Sergeant 
First Class Christopher Buckley at christopher.e.buckley2.mil@army.mil.



LIVE AUDITION REPERTOIRE
7ITIVXSMVI�JSV�EPP� PMZI�VSYRHW�SJ� XLI�EYHMXMSR�[MPP�FI�XEOIR�JVSQ�XLI�JSPPS[MRK�PMWX��5PIEWI�RSXI�EPP�
candidates must prepare all of the audition repertoire. There may be sight reading in all rounds 
of the audition. A complete packet of excerpts will be made available to those who contact the 
Auditions Coordinator, Sergeant First Class Christopher Buckley (christopher.e.buckley2.mil@army.
QMP��FIJSVI�XLI�ETTPMGEXMSR�HIEHPMRI�SJ�2EVGL�26th, 2024��8LMW�PMWX�MW�WYFNIGX�XS�GLERKI�

SOLO
� � 5PIEWI�TVITEVI�XLI�ǻVWX�QSZIQIRX�SJ�E�WXERHEVH�GSRGIVXS

EXCERPTS
 a1 BACH      Orchestral Suite No. 2, VII. Double, no repeats
 a2 BACH      Orchestral Suite No. 2, IX. Badinerie, no repeats
 a3 BEETHOVEN   Symphony No. 5, Mvt. II, aC to 10 m. after aC
 a4 BEETHOVEN   Symphony No. 5, Mvt. III, beginning to m. 19

 a5 BEETHOVEN   Symphony No. 5, Mvt. III, pickup to mm. 53-100

 a6 BEETHOVEN   Symphony No. 5, Mvt. III, mm. 141-218 (no repeat) 
 a7� 2&-1*7� � � � � �]QTLSR]�3S��1, Mvt. III, beginning to 2 m. after a2
 a8� 24>&78� � � � � �]QTLSR]�3S��35, Mvt. I, mm. 13-41

 a9� 24>&78� � � � � �]QTLSR]�3S��35, Mvt. I, mm. 59-66 
 b10� 24>&78� � � � � �]QTLSR]�3S��35, Mvt. IV, mm. 134-181

 b11� �87&9���� � � � *MR�-IPHIRPIFIR��a9 - 1 m. of b11
 b12� �87&:.3�0=� � � 5YPGMRIPPE��YMXI��2ZX��:..
 b13� :*7).�� � � � � 4XLIPPS��&GX��.:��aU until 7 m. after aX
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LIVE AUDITION REPERTOIRE, cont.

JAZZ/ACOUSTIC BASS
A. Prepare with a metronome striking on beats 2 and 4.

 b14� /43*���=2*�� � � 8LIVI�.W�3S�,VIEXIV�1SZI
         Tempo: Ó = 84 Form: AABA; 2 choruses

         Chorus 1

� � � � � � � � � &&���TPE]�QIPSH]�JSV�XLI�ǻVWX�ERH�WIGSRH�&�WIGXMSRW
� � � � � � � � � '&���TPE]�E�NE^^�WSPS�JSV�XLI�FVMHKI�ERH�PEWX�&�WIGXMSR

         Chorus 2

� � � � � � � � � &&���[EPO�FEWW�PMRIW�JSV�XLI�ǻVWX�ERH�WIGSRH�&�WIGXMSR� � � �
         BA - play the melody for the Bridge and last A section. End song. 

�ũƐküƐƒĚåƐüŇĮĮŇƾĞĻďƐĀƽåƐžåĮåÏƒĞŇĻžØƐƒĚåƐÏ±ĻÚĞÚ±ƒåƐƾĞĮĮƐÏĚŇŇžåƐƒĚåƐĀŹžƒƐ±ĻÚƐƒĚåƐŤ±ĻåĮƐƾĞĮĮƐžåĮåÏƒƐŇĻåƐŇŹƐ
more.

 b15 THIELEMANS   Bluesette 
 b16� '74;3� � � � � /S]��TVMRK
 b17� ,&73*7� � � � � 2MWX]
 b18� 7411.3��� � � � 4PIS

 b19� /4'.2� � � � � � � � � � 8VMWXI�MR�'¯ 

POP/ELECTRIC BASS
A. Prepare with a metronome striking on beats 2 and 4.

  b20� �8*:.*�;43)*7�� � � �MKRIH���IEPIH�)IPMZIVIH
                  Tempo: Ó = 52

�ũƐ�ŇƐÆåƐŤåŹüŇŹķåÚƐƾĞƒĚƐÏŇķÆŇ
  b21� *&78-��;.3)����+.7*���LMRMRK��XEV

STROLLING STRINGS REPERTOIRE
A. To be performed BY MEMORY with the U.S. Army Strolling Strings.

  b22 COLE           Nat Cole Medley 

�ũƐ�ĚåƐŤ±ĻåĮƐƾĞĮĮƐÏĚŇŇžåƐŇĻåƐ±ÚÚĞƒĞŇĻ±ĮƐžåĮåÏƒĞŇĻƐüŹŇķƐƒĚåƐüŇĮĮŇƾĞĻďƐĮĞžƒƐƒŇƐÆåƐŤåŹüŇŹķåÚƐƾĞƒĚƐƒĚåƐ
�ũ�ũƐ�ŹķǅƐ�ƒŹŇĮĮĞĻďƐ�ƒŹĞĻďžũƐaåķŇŹĞǍ±ƒĞŇĻƐĞžƐĚĞďĚĮǅƐåĻÏŇƣŹ±ďåÚƐÆƣƒƐĻŇƒƐŹåŭƣĞŹåÚũ

  b23� 5.3*)&�� � � � � � � � � -MWXSVME�HI�YR�&QSV
  b24� 2*72&3�� � � � � � � � *ZIV]XLMRKƶW�(SQMRK�9T�7SWIW
  b25� &71*3� � � � � � � � � � �SQI[LIVI�4ZIV�XLI�7EMRFS[
  b26� '7&-2��� � � � � � � � -YRKEVMER�)ERGI�3S��5
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